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. LETTER wa einne: 


Dean gin, . 


8 you wanted to ſee an account of the perſon 


I mentioned to you when we laſt met, ſet 


down in writing, I comply moſt readily with your 


deſire, and ſend it you as follows. 


THIS young woman was the daughter of a gen- 


tleman in the army, had a genteel and liberal edu- 
cation, but was reduced by various diſtreſſes to great 
poverty and want. One wha had known her in 
her more - proſperous days, took advantage of her 
indigent circumſtances, and by many fair promiſes, 
and ads of pretended kindneſs, drew her into a 
criminal intimacy with him; ſhe was with child by 
him, and for ſome time after ſhe was delivered he 
contributed ſomething towards the maintenance of 
the child; but growing tired of her, he left both 
child and mother without doing any thing farther 
for them. 


F. S. had a aber with whom ſhe lived, but who 


could by no means ſupport the expence now thrown 
upon her. Various were the ways by which F. F. 
was endeavouring to maintain herſelf ; having a gen- 
teel perſon, a good voice, and a lively genius, the 


went upon the ſtage at the little theatre in the Hays 
Market ; after this the: ſtrolled with players about 
the country, but meeting with many diſagreeable 
they in * way of Ns. ſhe quitted ity and went 
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to work at her needle ; this expedient too failed her: 2 
after which ſhe went upon the town and turned 
proſtitute; while ſhe was in the midſt of all her 
wickedneſs ſhe had ſtrong remonſtrances from her 
_ conſcience, inſomuch as to occaſion many tears to 
flow from her eyes; conviction of ſin purſued her 
wherever the went: ſhe would walk out into St. 
James's Park, ſet herſelf down upon a bench, and 
there weep for a conſiderable time together; and 
when ſhe has had men come to her lodgings, ſhe _ 
has made herſelf drunk to get rid of the terrors and 
anguiſh of her mind; but this would not do, this 


f | fin added to the reſt ſtill diſtreſſed her more, fil - . 4 
C - ſhe was abſolutely driven from her lodgings, reſolv- | 
ing to take ſhelter in the Magdalen Houſe : ſhe. 
= continued there about three months, when ſome- 


thing happened which occaſioned, ber leaving it. 
7 | Going from thence ſhe looked back upon her paſt 
— 4 life with the utmeſt abhorrence, and was reſolved > - 
19 rather to periſh with wars than return to it again. Se 
therefore ſold the few things ſhe had, leaving her- 
| ſelf but bare neceffaries, and determined to go in- 
to ſome pait of the world where ſhe was not known... - * 
She went into Kent, and it being hay-time ſhe 
hired herſelf to a farmer near Canterbury, who em 
played her amongſt his haymakers for ten- pence 
a day. Here ſhe often reflected with pain and bit- 
terneſs of ſpirit on her paſt life, yet thanking and- | 
praiſing God who had convinced her of the error - 
of her way, and by his providence and grace had 
delivered her from it. She comforted herſelf that 
though ſhe fared but meafily and laboured hard} + | 
yet ſhe was eating the bread of honeſt induſtry?.:. 7 
When the hay-haiveſtwas over, ſhe was diſmiſſeth 
the farmer's ſervice, and proceeding to Canterbury: © 
ſhe got a place in a rradeſman's houſe. Here ſhe 
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| lived: till by exceſſive hard work, being of a de- 
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licate and tender frame, ſhe caught a violent cold, 
which proved the beginning of her laſt illneſs, for 

it ended in a conſumption, which in about four 


months brought her to the grave. 


When diſmiſſed from her fervice ſhe ſoon con- 
ſumed the little ſhe had ſaved in the neceſſaries of 
life, and was then reduced to beggary. One day 
being at the cathedral prayers (which ſhe conſtant- 
ly attended) ſhe was obſerved to weep very bitter- 
ly by one of the clergymen that attended there; 
after ſervice was over he called her to him, and 
| faid, © Young woman, what or who are you ?— 
Lou ſeem very forrowful.“ Said ſhe, * Sir, 1 
c am a poor girl heavy laden with my ſins, and I 
* defire to lay them at the Ry DEEMER's feet.“ 
c You ſeem very poor,“ ſaid he, ** Indeed, fir,” 
faith ſhe, © God knoweth I am poor in body and 
4 in ſoul.” He gave her money, and bid her come 
to his houſe every day for victuals, this ſhe did for 
ſome time, till finding her diſorder increaſe upon 
her, ſhe reſolved to return to London that ſhe might 


| - fee her mother once more before ſhe died. Accord- 


ingly ſhe ſet out, and under every circumſtance of +. 
poverty, pain and ſickneſs, reached London, where, 
by the, aſſiſtance of a former acquaintance of hers, 
he procured a wretched lodging at ſixpence a week; 
here ſhe lay about a week deſtitute of every help 
proper for her caſe; and thinking herſelf near her 
diſſolution ſhe ſent for her mother, who came to 
her and found her in the condition above deſcribed: 
the utmoſt pity and com paſſion ſeized upon the mo- 
ther's heart, which inſtantly made her forget ſome 
differences which had ariſen between them; a 
chair being brought ſhe was carried home to her mo- 
| ther's houſe, and laid upon a bed from which the 
never roſe mores _. © „„ 5 
| | The 
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The interval between her coming to her mother's 
houſe and her death, was about a month, during 
which time at her and her mother's requeſt 1 viſited | 
her. I had kno en her in the former part of her life 
before ail her diſtreſſes, and not having ſeen her for 
many years, was, as you may eaſily imagine, under 
much concern to find her in ſo different a ſituation 
from what J had remembered her in former times; 
but my concern was ſoon abated and my utmoſt 
wonder excited, by the teſtimony ſhe bore to the 
power and love of God our Saviour. She acquaint- 
ed me with the ſcveral circunsftances of her paſt 
life before recited ; ; adding \ withal, „ O fir, I ab- 
„ hor mwyſelf—[ abhor my p olluted body and my 
© more polluted ſoul—I am the filthieſt wretch: 
„upon this earth—but there is mercy—that holy 
% and immaculate Jesus knows my ſorrows and 
«© ſees my deep miſery.” Said I, © Do you be- 
„ eve him able to fave you?” © Yes,” ſhe ſaid, 
cc believe one drop of his blood can quench a 
« thouſand flaming worlds.“ * You believe he is 
„ able, but do you believe he is willing?“ „ Wil- 
fing,“ ſaid ſne, “ he had no errand upon earth | 
« but to ſhew his willingneſs to ſeek and fave that 
„ which was loſt; my ſaith in him is like a ſtrong 
« Table fired to an immovable rock. If the Lord Ys 
„ pleaſes to make me an example, and therefore 
« continues me here in the violent pains I now feel, 
c ever ſo long, I am willing, Jam ready to ſuffer 
« it all; but ſhould he pleaſe to releaſe me, death 
* hath loſt its ſting, and now death ſhall be my 
e | 
I came again to ſee” Net the next day. 1 aſked 


5 her how ſhe did; ſhe ſaid, © My body is, 73 


6e but my faith is ironger—1 am in pain all ove; 
e my head, ears and bowels are racked, but Had I 
7 * ſtrength 1 could W heaft dances within 2 
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« me.” Turning to her mother ſhe ſaid, “ Ma- 
* dam, look on me, I am dying, but ſee how I 
«© am, comforted; let me have no tears I beg: 
« look on me be ſure when I die, when you ſee the 
t Jaſt breath go from me, clap your hands and ſay, 
«« God bleſs her, ſhe is gone to glory.” Futting. 
'her .hands and arms cut of bed, which were 
.now reduced to ſkin and bone, ſhe looked on them 
with great earneſtneſs, and at the ſame time tran- 
ſport in her countenance, and ſaid, ** This is a de- 
*« lightful fight, no beauty can compare with this 
* anatomy: theſe old clothes of mine are worn 
e ont, but I ſhalf ſoon be clothed afreſh.” One 
landing by repeated Fob xix. 26. Yes,” ſaid 
the, * worms ſhall deſtroy this body, but no 
% worm can touch my ſoul.” One of her old com- 
panions ſtanding by, who hearing ſhe was ill came 
to viſit her, ſhe thus admoniſhed her; Look on 
* me, I am a young woman, and am dying; fo 
'« are you, though you think not of it: let me in- 
4 treat you to avoid the pernicious ways we have 
« walked in, and may the goodneſs of God to me 
« prevail on you to turn to Him, and turn no more 
* to folly.” Oh,“ ſaid ſhe, © that all my fins 
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were written, that all the world might ſee the 


66 
«Cc 
& blackneſs of my crimes, and. deteſt them—Oh 
« that the mercies of ChRIS TH to my ſou] were 
« written alſo, and that might turn their hearts— 
«© How tenderly has he dealt with me a poor ſinful 
« worm 1 One obſerved ſhe had deep obligations 
to him; *© Oh yes,” ſaid ſne, I am obliged to 
% him for ſparing me in my ſins, I am obliged to 
cc him for my diſtreſſęs, for my pains, for this ſick- 
© bed, this delightful ſick-bed, no coach and ſix 
« fo delightful, I would not change it for all the 
© world; but how above all am JI obliged to the 
de Bleſſed Lokp for calling me by his grace, and 
2 oo F delivering 


* © 


$3 1 


" delivering my ſoul! Oh my poor weak body, 
„ was my body as ſtrong as my faith I ſhould be 
„ another Samſon.” Her great thankfulneſs to all 
that came to viſit her, was alſo an indication of her 
unfeigned humility, the not only thanking them. 
for their kindneſs, but noticing at the lame. time: 


| how unworthy ſhe was of any favour at all. 


Being a good deal ſpent with ſpeaking, her voice 
failed her, fo that ſhe could not be heard at any 
_ diſtance from the bed; but I ſat eloſe by it and: 
could hcar her in broken accents ſay, «O what 
*« comfort—what pleaſure in dying O holy ard. 
«© immaculate Lamb of God, how is it that thou 
* canſt look upon ſuch a Galul wretch as. I am ?*” 
Another time ſhe ſaid, * Mother, do not be a. 
_ & coward, do not weep, for wy happineſs. * How 
can 1 give you up 2” ſaid her mother, % my bur 
« then is great.” Do like me,” ſaid the dying 
Penitent,“ caſt your burden upon CHRIST and he 
« will bear it for you.” 
| She ſaid ſomerhing of unkindneſs ſhe had met with 

in the world, but added, God bleſs them, I free 
6e ly forgive "them all: I was hungry and they gave 
c me no meat, thirſty and they gave me no drink; 
but the bleſſed, Jxs us will not let the pooreſt 
C meaneft lamb in his flock want any thing that 
can do them r She then broke forth into 
N ſinging, | | 


T he Lord my pofture ſhall 8 
And feed me with a ſbepierd's care; 
His preſence ſhall my wants ſupply, | 
guard me with a watchful es- © 
i ty noon- day walks he ſball attend, 
nd all my midnight hours defe 
\ And N by 6 A 
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| Thw | in the paths of death Itread, N | 
With glocmy horrors overſpread, 
My fleadfuſt l eart ſhall fear no ill, 
F.or thou, O Lord art with me fili. 
Thy frieud'y crock ſhall give me aid, 
And 7 me thro 55 dreadful ſhade. f 


& And ſo it mal, ” adders ſhe, wick an 1 
and tranſport net to be defcribed—* Oh that all may 
* avoid my ſins, and follow my ſtrong faith when 
„„ they come to die.” | . 
Why; fai I, you turn preacher, you are | 
a; 3 Jusvs CnrisT to us all,” © Preach- 
*© ing,” ſaid ſhe, © Oh that I could preach to ail 
as: lhe e world, and tell them how gracious the Lord 
© jc=preach Jesus CHersT,” what elſe can I 
© Pteach—what elſe can any one preach who knows 
66 kim {—Jrsvus, FesUs, Oh that Name! that 
& {weet Name is lite to my ſoul: I truſt that 
| « Name will dwell upon my unworthy tongue as 
«© long as it ean move within my lips.“ She then 
again broke ſorth into Bngings and ang | 


Praifs GOD from kia all Blefſi ngs flow ; 
Praiſe Him all creatures here below ; 
Praiſe him above, ye heavenly hoſt, 
| Praiſe FATHER, SON, and Hor x GHOST. 


Thus did this young creature lie on her i bed, 
praiſing and bleſſing God, and filling alt that came 
to ſee her with wond vat the triumphs of her faith 3 
over the enemies of her ſou]. l N 
| Another time I came to ſee her and ſhe had had 
1 a great conflict with the enemy, who ſeemed to 
| have thruſt ſore at her that ſhe might fall, but ſhe. 
was more than conqueror She ſaid to me, Oh, fir, 


— ſeemed to me as ag a legion of devits- 
„ have: 


PRs 
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have i ready to ſeize me, but glory be to God 
they cannot touch me; no, no, that croſs held 
« up in that right hand has put them all to flight, 
„ my fins have been repreſented to me as black as 
a ſackcloth: of hair, but the blood of CHRIST 
„ hath waſhed me whiter than ſnow.” 

From this time her bodily ſtrength being almoſt 
exhauſted, ſhe lay without being able to ſpeak as 
ſhe had done, but her countenance ſpake with moſt 
forcible eloquence the tranſports of her ſoul; and 
when the happy moment of her diſmiſſion came, 
her mother was near her, and obſerving her lips 
move, and putting her: ear near to her mouth, 
heard her whiſper, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
«© God of Sabavth, into thy hands I commend. 
«© my ſpirit!” She then fetched a ſhort ſigh or 


| two, and 4 without the leaſt ſign of pain. be 


I am, Sir, 
; Yours, &c. 
M. NM. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT. 
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POOR JOSEPH. 


"POOR, "alfwined man, named Toſephs 
, whoſe employment was to go on errands and 


carry parcels, paſſing through the ſtreets of London 


one day, heard ſinging in a place of worſhip: he 
went into it, having a large parcel of yarn hanging - 
over his-ſhoulders. It was Dr. Calamy's Meeting- 
houſe, St. Mary's, Aldermanbury. A very polite 
well-dreſſed audience ſurrounded the Doctor, who 


read that text in 1 Timothy, i. 15,“ This is a faith- 


* 


& ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
« Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, 
© of whom I am chief” From this he preached, 


in the cleareſt manner the ancient apoſtolic Goſ- 


pel—the contents of the faithful ſaying, viz. 


+ 'That there is eternal ſalvation for the vileſt ſin= 


« ner, ſolely through the worthineſs cf Jefus Chriſt, 
* the 'God that made all things.” © Not many rich, 
© not many noble, not many wiſe are called by this 


« doctrine,“ ſaith the Apoſtle, but God hath cho- 


« ſen the weak things of this world, to confound 
« the things which are mighty.” While the ele- 
gant aſſembly liſtleſsly heard this doctrine, and if 
they were ſtruck with any thing at all, it was only 


with a brilliant expreſſion, or well-turned period 
that dropt from the Doctor, Joſeph in rags, gaz- 


ing with aſtoniſhment, never liſted his eyes off the 


Preacher, but drauß! in with eagerneſs all he ſaid, 


£ ap 0 ane 
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and trudging home-ward, \ was. heard thus muttering ; 


to himſelf as he went along; *! Joſeph never heard 


* this before, Jeſus Chr: {-«-the God who made alt 


«© things, came into the world to fave ſinners like 


“ Toſeph, and this is true, it is a faithful ſaying.” 
Not long aſter this, Joſcph was ſeized with a fever, 
and was dangerouſly ill: as he toſſed upon his bed, 
his conſtant language was, Joſeph is the chief of 


4 ſinners, but Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to | 
«© ſave ſinners, and Joſeph loves him for that ;” 


His neighbours-who came to ſee him, wondered at - 


hearing him always dwell on zhis and. only this. 


Some of the religious ſort addreſſed him in the fel- 
lowing manner: © But what ſay you of your awn 
heart, Joſeph, is there no token for God above. 
« yet? No loving chan nge thet': ?— have you. 


« cloſed in with Chriſt, by 
«© Ah! no,” ſays he, 10 2 can act neee 
hog Joſeph has nothing to fay for himſelf, but that 


ce he is the chief of ſinners, yet ſeeing it is a faiths 


acking faith on him . 


« ful ſaying, that Jeſus Chriſt, WhO made all 


A things, came to ſave ſinners, why may not Ju- 


« ſeph after all be ſaved ?” One man finding out 
2 heard this doctrine, on which he 
dwelt 


o uniformly and with delight, went and aſk- | ; + 


ed Dr. Calamy to come and viſit him: he came, 
but Joſeph was now very weak and had not ſpoke 
for ſome time: though told of the Doctor's arrival, 


he took no notice of him; but when the Dr. began 


to ſpeak to him. ſo ſoon as he heard the ſound of his 
voice again, inſtantly he ſprung upon his elbow;'.. © © 
and ſeizing him by the hand, "exclaimed, as lug 
as he Wy 

„ Oh Sir! you are the friend of the Lord Jeſus, oy . 
hom I heard ſpeak ſo well of him, aud Em 


with his now feeble and trembling voice, 


* love for what you ſaid about him: Jeſe 


BY 


the chief of ſinners, but i it is a faithful ſaying, 
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clined his head; his exertions, in talking, 
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; ; 7 155 came to fave. finners ; 3 "ind bs not t Joſeph? 0 0 


< pray to 3 for me, that he may ſave me: 
& tell him that Joſeph thinks he loves him, for com- 


4 ing into the world to ſave ſuch ſinners as Joſeph.” 
The Dector prayed; when he concluded; Joſeph 


thanked him moſt: Xindly. He then put his 3 
under the. pillow and pulled out an old rag, i 

which were tied up five guineas, and putting it Fr 
to the Doctor's hand (which he had kept all this 
time cloſe in his) he thus addrefſed him: ©, Joſeph, 


in his folly, had laid up this to keep him in his old 


* age: but Joſeph will never ſee old- age —take it, 


4 and divide it amongſt the poor friends of the Lord 


40 Jeſus, and tell them, that Joſeph gave it to them 


& for his fake who came into the world to ſave ſin- 


© ners, of whom he is the chief.” S0 ſayi inge he re- 
ad been 
too much for him; ſo that he inſtantly expired. — 


Dr. Calamy left this ſcene, but not without ſhed- 
ding many tears over Joſeph, and uſed to tell this 
üttile ſtory after, with much feeling, as the moſt i 


feting occurrence he ever met with. 


| Reader] / 2 
]eſus the friend of Joleph is "hy Wend the 


ane yeſterday, to day, and for ever. Go to him 


as a guilty, polluted finner, and thou ſhalt find 


mercy at his hands — Art thou convinced, that 


thou art the chief of ſinners? Remember chat Je- 


ſius Cbriſt died for finners: go unto him ho graci- 


ouſly invites thee to be happy, and believing in 


the friend of -finners, thou ſhalt experience re- 
demption in his blood, even the forgiveneſs of all 
thy fins. Acts xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord Je-. 


5 Lax Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” That it may 
be hy bark Portion, is the fervent prayer of 


du for cui ſale — 
„ Fr 
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